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(m) Authority to determine the cir-
cumstances under which commuted
traveltime allowances may be paid to
employees performing inspection and
necessary auxiliary services after nor-
mal working hours or on holidays,
when these services come within the
scope of the Act of August 28, 1950 (7
U.S.C. 2260).

§ 371.17 Availability of information
and records.

Any person desiring information or
to comment on the programs and func-
tions of the agency should address cor-
respondence to the appropriate Deputy
Administrator or Director, APHIS,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Wash-
ington, DC. 20250. The availability of
information and records of the agency
is governed by the rules and regula-
tions in part 370 of this chapter.
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§ 372.1 Purpose.
These procedures implement section

102(2) of the National Environmental
Policy Act by assuring early and ade-
quate consideration of environmental
factors in Animal and Plant Health In-
spection Service planning and decision-
making and by promoting the effec-
tive, efficient integration of all rel-
evant environmental requirements
under the National Environmental Pol-

icy Act. The goal of timely, relevant
environmental analysis will be secured
principally by adhering to the National
Environmental Policy Act implement-
ing regulations (40 CFR parts 1500–
1508), especially provisions pertaining
to timing (§ 1502.5), integration
(§ 1502.25), and scope of analysis
(§ 1508.25).

§ 372.2 Designation of responsible
APHIS official.

The Administrator of APHIS, or an
agency official to whom the Adminis-
trator may formally delegate the task,
is responsible for overall review of
APHIS’ NEPA compliance.

§ 372.3 Information and assistance.

Information, including the status of
studies, and the availability of ref-
erence materials, as well as the infor-
mal interpretations of APHIS’ NEPA
procedures and other forms of assist-
ance, will be made available upon re-
quest to Environmental Analysis and
Documentation, Biotechnology, Bio-
logics, and Environmental Protection,
APHIS, USDA, P.O. Drawer 810, River-
dale MD 20738, (301) 436–8565 (Hyatts-
ville) or (301) 734–8565 (Riverdale).

§ 372.4 Definitions.

The terminology set forth in the
Council on Environmental Quality’s
(CEQ) implementing regulations at 40
CFR part 1508 is incorporated herein.
In addition, the following terms, as
used in these procedures, are defined as
follows:

APHIS. The Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service (APHIS).

Decisionmaker. The agency official re-
sponsible for executing findings of no
significant impact in the environ-
mental assessment process and the
record of decision in the environmental
impact statement process.

Department. The United States De-
partment of Agriculture (USDA).

Environmental unit. Environmental
Analysis and Documentation, the ana-
lytical unit in Biotechnology, Bio-
logics, and Environmental Protection
responsible for coordinating APHIS’
compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act and other environ-
mental laws and regulations.
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